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Characterization of microplastics in seawater, 
fish, and mussels from the Adriatic Sea
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Åmarine fish and bivalves take up microplastic (MP)through ingestion or water filtration, but research on
occurence, distribution andidentificationof accumulatedMPis still limited

Ånoveldata onthe distribution and types of MPs in specific tissues of bivalvesandfish from the Adriatic Sea
are presented

Å the massof the plasticwastein fish trawl in the Adriatic Searepresents15-20 % of the total catch
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MP presence was confirmed in both seawater and marine 
organisms in the AdriaticSea, underlining the need for 
continued monitoring of their exposure, accumulation, and 
potential biological impacts
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Åalthough MPs was found in all 
tissues, the majority of isolated 
particles were of non-plastic origin 

protective cabinet and "blank 
sample" wereusedto check the 

accuracy of the workand to 
prevent contamination
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