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Education 

May 2006 – PhD in natural sciences-biology, University of Zagreb, Faculty of Science; thesis: 
„Significance of human papillomavirus integration in the genome in the development of cervical 
cancer“[Croatian]  

June 2002 – MSc in Molecular and Cellular Biology, University of Zagreb, Faculty of Science; 
thesis: „Molecular detection of bacterial infection in the placenta of human 
miscarriages“[Croatian] 

June 1997 – BSc in Molecular Biology, University of Zagreb, Faculty of Science   

 

Work experience 

March 2014-present  
Research Associate, Ruđer Bošković Institute, Division of Organic Chemistry and Biochemistry, 
Laboratory of protein biochemistry and molecular modelling, Zagreb, Croatia 
 
July 2013-March 2014 
Experienced Researcher, FP7 Integra-Life project, University of Zagreb, Faculty of Pharmacy 
and Biochemistry, Zagreb, Croatia 
 
February 2011-June 2013  
Experienced Researcher, FP7 TransMedRi project, University of Rijeka, School of Medicine, 
Rijeka, Croatia 
 
September 2009-January 2011  
Senior Research Assistant, Division of Molecular Medicine, Laboratory of Molecular Virology 
and Bacteriology, Ruđer Bošković Institute  
 
September 2006-August 2009 
Postdoctoral Research Associate, Brown University, Department of Molecular Biology, Cell 
Biology, and Biochemistry, Laboratory of Prof. Arthur Landy, Providence RI, USA 
 
November 2002-August 2006  
PhD student Division of Molecular Medicine, Laboratory of Molecular Virology and 
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Bacteriology, Ruđer Bošković Institute 
 
February 1998-November 2002  
Research Assistant/MSc student, University hospital Merkur, Laboratory of Cytology and 
Clinical Genetics, Zagreb, Croatia 
 

Teaching 

2017-present lecturer of Genetic Engineering in Biotechnology course at University 
postgraduate interdisciplinary study Molecular biosciences, Josip Juraj Strossmayer University, 
Osijek, Croatia 

 

Research grants (PI) 

March 2021 – February 2025 PI of the Croatian Science Foundation (CSF) project „Dipeptidyl 
peptidase III interaction with SH2 domain-containing protein 3C – possible link between 
oxidative stress response and cell migration “, 130,000 EUR 

December 2015 – December 2017 Co-PI of the Unity through Knowledge Fund (UKF) project 
„Elucidation of the physiological roles of human dipeptidyl peptidase III“ (PI: Koraljka Husnjak, 
Ubiquitin Signaling Group, Institute of Biochemistry II, Goethe University School of Medicine, 
Frankfurt am Main, Germany); 185,000 EUR 

 

Fellowships and awards 

2010 Annual Award of the Director of Ruđer Bošković Institute for outstanding achievement in 
the field of molecular medicine 

 

Supervision of doctoral students and postdoctoral researchers  

2021-present: supervision of PhD student Lea Barbarić 

2016-2021: joint supervision (with Sanja Tomić) of PhD student Sara Matić – graduated on 
September 30 2021 

2015-2017: supervision of two postdoctoral researchers employed on UKF project “Elucidation 
of the physiological roles of human dipeptidyl peptidase III”, RBI 

 

Organizational skills and competences 

Organization of Workshop on Molecular Methods in Microbiology and Epidemiology, June 12-
15 2012, University of Rijeka, Faculty of Medicine, Rijeka Croatia 

Participation in the organization of international scientific meeting FEBS Lecture Course on 
Cellular Signaling & 4th Dubrovnik Signaling Conference, May 21-27 2004, Dubrovnik, Croatia. 

 

Membership in science organizations and bodies 

Croatian Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology (HDBMB) 

Croatian Association for Cancer Research (CACR)/ European Association for Cancer Research 
(EACR) – EACR Ambassador 
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Peer-reviews in journals 

Journal of Biomolecular Structure and Dynamics 

Macedonian Journal of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering 

Protein and Peptide Letters 
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